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The Madamfo Foundation was established in 1997 and supports projects in the fields of 

healthcare and education in Ghana. Madamfo is a Ghanaian word meaning friend. 
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Statutory goal 
The Madamfo Foundation makes a contribution to improving healthcare, and supports 
educational projects. Additionally, the foundation aims to promote a better understanding of 
development cooperation, and raises awareness in these areas. The Madamfo Foundation is 
a registered charity with tax registration number 806350635 and Chamber of Commerce 
registration number 41094326. Therefore, gifts and donations are tax-deductible. 
 
The “Centraal Bureau Fondsenwerving” (“Central Bureau for Fundraising” or “CBF”) 
regulates charitable organizations in the Netherlands. We are proud to mention that the CBF 
has granted Madamfo their CBF certification in 2016. 
 
Since its official notarial establishment in 1997, Madamfo has been active in fundraising and 
executing a variety of projects in Ghana. Board members contribute without receiving 
financial compensation. Modest expenses may be reimbursed, with the exception of working 
visits to Ghana. In Ghana the foundation has had the official status of Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) since 2005.  
 
The foundation selects projects from requests originating in Ghana, and the Ghanaian 
partner plays a key role in the execution of those projects. Projects should comply with 
governmental regulations and policy frameworks, and should become financially self-
sufficient within a previously agreed time frame. In addition to material support, the 
foundation also considers knowledge transfer to be essential, where possible either in Ghana 
itself or in the Netherlands if needed. By making use of local technology, materials and 
manpower, the foundation spends project funds in Ghana wherever possible. Madamfo is an 
independent foundation with minimal overheads thanks to the dedication of its numerous 
volunteers. For more information regarding the foundation, please refer to our website 
www.madamfo.com 
 
 
Board and volunteers 
The Madamfo Foundation has sections both in the Netherlands and in Ghana, each with their 
own board.  
The board in the Netherlands consisted of the following members in 2017:  
Wim Levens, chairman 
Karin Westra, treasurer/secretary 
Jan Peters, member 
Martien Boxelaar, member 
 
In June, we received the sad news that Master Joe Amidu, board member in Ghana, had 
suddenly passed away. We are much indebted to Joe for being our regular chauffeur before 
we had our own car.  
The commitment of volunteers is indispensable. They are responsible for website 
management and maintenance, and organising exhibitions, to name but a few. 
 
 
Key points in 2017 

Cooperation with the Wilde Ganzen (Dutch for “Wild Geese”). 
Madamfo has been working with Wilde Ganzen for many years: various projects were 
initiated and completed successfully. The relationship was strengthened further during 2017. 

 Completion setting up of Madamfo Hospital: we aim to achieve the status of “teaching 
clinic”, which is subject to many requirements and conditions. With the acquisition of 
an x-ray machine, the hospital has met the requirements to apply for certification, 
something which would not have been possible without the support of Wilde Ganzen. 

http://www.madamfo.com/
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 Meeting in Hilversum: In October, two board members were invited to the Wilde 
Ganzen office in Hilversum. Discussions led to a number of valuable suggestions 
which can benefit our projects. 

 Participation workshop: 
A workshop on various aspects of setting up projects in developing nations, organised by 
Wilde Ganzen, has yielded valuable information. Networking with other foundations present 
at the workshop, may lead to collaborations with those foundations active in healthcare.  
 
Communication 
Information regarding the progress of the projects is available on our website. The foundation 
is also active on Facebook. Further agreement regarding collaboration in the training of 
medical students has been reached with the new dean of the medical school in Cape Coast. 
In addition, Dr Atawurah, project leader in Ghana and director of the Madamfo Hospital, has 
his own, very popular radio programme. Furthermore, the foundation has given various 
presentations on its projects. 
 
Board Meetings 
Four board meetings have taken place, and a delegation of the board has twice visited the 
projects. 
 
Fundraising 
It was a successful year with many donations. 

 Wilde Ganzen 

 The church communities of the towns of Eersel and Bergeijk have been campaigning 
all year. 

 The Art Gallery  “Afrika aan de Waal” which is affiliated with Madamfo, organised two 
exhibitions, with all proceeds going to Madamfo. Online sales of objects went well. 

 Private gifts represented a substantial part of income. 

 The “Lyceum” in the town of Elst again supported us with a sponsored run and a 
Christmas market. 

 De “Stichting Beheer Vermogen voormalige Weeshuizen Zaltbommel” made two 
donations. 
 

Projects 
Scholarship fund for secondary school pupils and students at vocational college/university 
This scholarship fund is administered through the Anansi foundation. At the start of 2017, 
three pupils were attending secondary school, while five students were enrolled in vocational 
college/university. One student graduated from the university of Cape Coast in September 
2017! 
 
Hospital in Takoradi 
Two Dutch medical technicians carried out maintenance work and installed new equipment. 
Frequent meetings took place with professor Ofei, dean of the medical faculty in Cape Coast. 
In addition, the chairman, together with Dr. Anwari, visited the new principal of the university. 
Dr Atawurah continued his collaboration with the university of Cape Coast. He lectures and 
runs walk-in clinics at the university hospital. In January 2017, he visited the Netherlands, 
followed by retraining in France. 
 
Primary School Techimentia 
The Madamfo scholarship fund for this school was terminated mainly due to concerns 
regarding the quality of the school’s organization. 
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Plans for 2018 
 
Communication 
There is an urgent need for website support as well as the building-up of a social-media 
profile/activities. We have been looking for a candidate-member with these skills for several 
years, as yet without success. 
 
Board 
In view of the increased requirements that foundations must fulfil, expansion of the board 
would be desirable. Unfortunately, we did not manage to accomplish this in 2017. 
 
Fundraising 
Wilde Ganzen has agreed to continue the collaboration. Discussions are underway with the 
Rotary Club in the town of Veldhoven.  Art Gallery “Afrika aan de Waal”  will intensify online 
sales. The Máxima Medical Centre has committed to collaborate, primarily through the 
purchasing of medical equipment. The “Lyceum” in Elst has decided to continue collaborating 
in 2018. In addition to fundraising, a visit of pupils and teachers to Ghana is also intended. 
 
 
Projects  
Hospital Takoradi 
The building and setting up of the hospital has been completed. Further expansion is 
currently not feasible, in view of the substantial costs. At the end of 2017, we acquired an x-
ray machine and the laboratory was sent the necessary chemicals. With these, the many 
requirements needed to be certified as “teaching hospital” were met. Currently, resident 
physicians are gaining experience through internships at the Madamfo Specialist Hospital.  It 
is desirable to establish other specialities in the hospital. A paediatrician has shown interest 
and a paediatric ward has been set up. Although orthopaedists and ophthalmologists have 
initiated some activities, this has not yet resulted in a structural collaboration. More 
specialists would lead to a higher occupancy rate, which, in turn, would strengthen the 
financial position. 
 
Study Fund Secondary School 
All pupils/students will receive support until their graduation. For new candidates, no financial 
resources are currently available. However, from mid-2017, the Ghanaian government has 
decided that secondary education will be free for new pupils, which means that further 
support is no longer needed from September 2018 onwards for this group.  
  



 

Page 5 of 6 
 

 
Initiating new projects is not considered, in light of the uncertain outlook regarding 
fundraising as well as the costs of the Madamfo Specialist Hospital. The composition of the 
board will also be a determining factor in deciding what plans will be realised in 2018. The 
number of board members remains limited, and in view of our highly time-consuming 
activities, we need to periodically review what our possibilities are. In other words, choices 
are unavoidable. After extensive consultation within the board it was decided that the 
scholarship fund will cease to exist in September 2019, when all recipients will have 
completed their courses. 
The Madamfo Specialist Hospital is now fully set-up. In 2018, the hospital will have the 
availability of an x-ray department and a laboratory. Sterilizing equipment and specialist 
measuring equipment are in need of being replaced. We are consulting with companies to 
realize this in 2018. Focussing on training of (para)medical personnel will be the core activity 
for the future. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2017 

Balance 01-01-2017 1,240.57    
Donations 
 Companies 
 Individuals 
 Art Gallery 
 Church cie. Eersel/ Bergeijk 
 Stichting Weeshuis Zaltbommel 
 Christoffelschool Waalre 
 St. Onderwijs kinderen in Afrika 
 Wild Geese 
 Secondary school Elst 

 

 
       2,700.00 

9,125.00 
1,000.00 

       1,388.76    
      5,390.00            

160.00 
700.00 

25,000.00 
5,051.20 

 

 Project Madamfo 
hospital: 
 Retraining 
 Transport costs 

medical equipment 
 Setting up x-ray facility 
 Equipment 
 Maintenance/repair 
 Building materials 
 Building activities 
 Other 

Banking fees 
Transportation DPA 
Office supplies 
CBF certification 
Website 
Other 

 
     

2,274.62 
  784.25 

     
  5,500.00       
7,400.00 
3,423.98 
1,347.84 

10,000.00 
1,716.95          

167.00 
6,923.29 

 205.37  
125.00 
145.00 
60.00 

    
Balance 31-12-2017 

40,075.05 
10,279.96 

 _______________   _____________
__ 

Total  € 50,354.96   € 50,354.96 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


