
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report 2018 
 
 
 
 
The Madamfo Foundation, established in 1997, supports projects in the fields of healthcare 
and education in Ghana. “Madamfo” is the Ghanaian word for “friend”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madamfo Foundation 
Contact address: 
K. Westra 
Langstraat 9 
4176BC Tuil 
 
www.madamfo.com 
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Statutory goal  
The Madamfo Foundation makes a contribution to improving healthcare, and supports 
educational projects. Additionally, the foundation aims to promote a better understanding of 
development cooperation, and raises awareness in these areas. The Madamfo Foundation is 
a registered charity with tax registration number 806350635 and Chamber of Commerce 
registration number 41094326. Therefore, gifts and donations are tax-deductible. 
 
The “Centraal Bureau Fondsenwerving” (“Central Bureau for Fundraising” or “CBF”) 
regulates charitable organizations in the Netherlands. We are proud to mention that the CBF 
has granted Madamfo its CBF certification in 2016. 
 
Since its official notarial establishment in 1997, Madamfo has been active in fundraising and 
executing a variety of projects in Ghana. Board members contribute without receiving 
financial compensation. Modest expenses may be reimbursed, with the exception of working 
visits to Ghana. In Ghana the foundation has had the official status of Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) since 2005.  
 
The foundation selects projects from requests originating in Ghana, and the Ghanaian 
partner plays a key role in the execution of those projects. Projects should comply with 
governmental regulations and policy frameworks, and should become financially self-
sufficient within a previously agreed time frame. In addition to material support, the 
foundation also considers knowledge transfer to be essential, where possible either in Ghana 
itself or in the Netherlands if needed. By making use of local technology, materials and 
manpower, the foundation spends project funds in Ghana wherever possible. Madamfo is an 
independent foundation with minimal overheads thanks to the dedication of its numerous 
volunteers.  
For more information regarding the foundation, please refer to our website 
www.madamfo.com 
 
Board and volunteers  
The Madamfo Foundation has sections both in the Netherlands and in Ghana, each with their 
own board. The board in the Netherlands consisted of the following members in 2018: 
Wim Levens, chairman 
Karin Westra, secretary/treasurer 
Jan Peters, member  
Martien Boxelaar, member  
  

http://www.madamfo.com/
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Key Points in 2018 
 
Collaboration “Wilde Ganzen” (Dutch for “Wild Geese”). 
Madamfo has been working with Wilde Ganzen for many years. In 2018, new projects were 
discussed and will only be realized in 2019, if finances permit. 
 
Communication 
Information regarding the progress of the projects will be posted on the website. The 
foundation is active on Facebook, and has given various presentations on the projects. 
Donors were kept informed on the progress of these. 
 
Board Meetings 
The board met four times, and a delegation of the board visited the projects three times 
during the year. 
 
Fund Raising 
The foundation looks back on successful fundraising. In particular, we thank: 

 The Lyceum of Elst 

 The “Stichting Beheer Vermogen voormalige Weeshuizen Zaltbommel” 

 Rotary Heerlen 

 Urotex Medical in Rhenen 

 Numerous private donors, including an €8,000 anonymous gift to support our 
educational projects. 

 The Art Gallery  “Afrika aan de Waal” which is affiliated with Madamfo, organized two 

exhibitions, with the proceeds going to Madamfo. Online sales of ethnographic 

objects went well. 

 
Projects 
Scholarship fund for secondary school pupils and students at vocational college/university 
This scholarship fund is administered through the Anansi foundation. In 2018, Madamfo 
supported three secondary-school pupils and four college/university students. Three students 
completed their studies in September 2018! Currently, fees for secondary education are no 
longer required in Ghana. As of 2019, support for new secondary-school pupils is therefore 
no longer needed.  
One student and three pupils entered their final year in 2018. 
 
Takoradi Hospital 
Two Dutch medical technicians carried out maintenance work and installed new equipment. 
The company Urotex Medical installed new diagnostic equipment and provided training in its 
use. Dr Atawurah continued his collaboration with the university of Cape Coast. He lectures 
and runs walk-in clinics at the university hospital. The Madamfo hospital still pursues a close 
collaboration with the medical faculty in Cape Coast. However, several discussions with the 
faculty head have not yet yielded any results. 
 
 
Plans for 2019 
Communication 
There is an urgent need for website support as well as the building-up of a social-media 
profile/activities. We have been looking for a candidate-member with these skills for several 
years, as yet without success. 
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Board 
In view of the increased requirements that foundations must fulfil, expansion of the board 
would be desirable. Unfortunately, we did not manage to accomplish this in 2018. 
 
Fundraising 
It was agreed with Wilde Ganzen to continue the collaboration. Art Gallery “Afrika aan de 
Waal” will intensify online sales. The Lyceum in Elst has decided to continue collaborating 
with Madamfo in 2019. In addition to fundraising, a visit of pupils and teachers to Ghana is 
also intended. An anonymous donor has pledged a substantial yearly donation. 
 
Projects 
Takoradi Hospital 
The building and setting up of the hospital has been completed. At the end of 2017, we 
acquired an x-ray machine, which, unfortunately, is not yet in use due to technical issues. 
The malfunctioning sterilisation equipment has been replaced. Maintenance of existing 
equipment remains a concern as Ghana lacks expert medical technicians. It is desirable to 
establish other specialities in the hospital and also expand the number of specialists. In the 
near future, renovation of the hospital (such as painting the outside walls) is required. The 
possibility of expanding the collaboration in training medical students has been discussed 
with the dean of the medical faculty at Cape Coast. Unfortunately the hospital has not 
managed to attract a paediatrician. Therefore, the setting up of accommodation for parents is 
no longer appropriate. 
 
Scholarship fund for high-school pupils and students at vocational colleges/universities 
All pupils/students will receive support until their graduation. Mid-2017, the Ghanaian 
government has decided to offer free secondary education to new pupils, which means that, 
from September 2018, further support for this group is no longer warranted. Despite last 
year’s decision to close the scholarship fund, the anonymous donation will enable the 
support of educational activities over the next five years. 
 
Future: 

As the number of board members remains limited, the composition of the board will influence 

which plans will be realized in 2019. In view of the substantial time-investment required for 

each activity, we need to periodically review our options. 

- Limited reactivation of the scholarship fund. The board has decided to provide further 

training for a medical technician to independently maintain and repair equipment. In 

addition, a nurse will be offered a traineeship in the Netherlands to specialize in 

urological examinations. 

- Expansion of the hospital pharmacy is urgently required. 

- Renovation (such as repainting the outside) of the hospital is planned for 2019. 

- We will support Dr Atawurah’s conference visits in order for him to obtain the required 

accreditation. 

- In Butre, the elementary school asked for our help regarding renovation. This is 

possible through sponsored activities by the Elst Lyceum. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2018 

 
 
Balance 01-01-2018 10,279.91    
Donations 
 Private donors 
 Eersel/ Bergeijk Diaconate 
 Foundations 
 Lyceum Elst 
 Companies 
 Rotary 
 Art Gallery 

 

 
     10,509.70 

240.00 
1,250.00 
9,437.12 

920.00 
1,500.00 

700.00 

 Project Madamfo Hospital: 
 Materials paediatric ward 
 Transport x-ray machine 
 Equipment/instruction 
 X-ray machine 
Banking Fees  
Transport costs (DPA)  
Office supplies 
CBF Certification 
Website 
Representation costs 
Reservation representation 
costs 
Scholarship fund Anansi 
Erroneous bank transfer 
Training 
Conference dr Atawura 
Other 
 

 
148.01 

4,000.00 
1,950.00 
1,500.00 

175.55 
4,699.72 

255.26 
274.00 
145.00 

1,120.00 
686.00 

 
188.00 
700.00 

1,660.77 
1,810.31 

189.46 
      
 
 
 

      24,556.82 
 
 

 Total 
 
Balance 31-12-2018 

19,502.08 
 

15,334.65 
 
                                

     
 

         
  34,836.73   34,836.73 

     

 
 
 


